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The paper deals with the role of consciousness in nature and its evolution. The thesis will be discussed that consciousness evolved over 4.5 billion years as one property of living beings from simple consciousness in protists over more complex consciousness to self-consciousness and higher intelligence in humans. Consciousness makes life and plays the key role of life and does not exist in the same state in non-living nature. Finally it will be discussed if highly developed consciousness and intelligence as in human beings had helped nature (gaia) to better survive. Is intelligence and gaia a contradiction?
